ACT AND POTENCY

Name: Date:

Words to know:
latent [present but not yet visible), ultimate (final or fundamental)

One of the basic puzzles that confronted ancient philosophers was the puzzle about

Aristotle discovered the distinction between and ,

or actuality and potentiality.

The things around us in nature are not only what they actually but also what they
Aristotle realized that all things in nature are a of act and potency.
Actually... Potentially...
Acorn
Child

Ocean Water
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Change:

Change consists of the of the potentiality latent in things.

Why does the potentiality of things become actual?

e Potentiality does not realize itself on its

e There must be some ultimate source of

e The ultimate source of change must be completely and not have any
potentiality in it—but is responsible for the realization of potentiality in everything else.
e The ultimate source of change: or

Comprehension question:

Describe a time when something potential in you became actualized.
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