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In his later years, C.S. Lewis wrote The Four Loves discussing the classical understanding of 

different kinds of devotion that man has for the people he encounters.  One of his favorite stories, 

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame, exemplifies two of the loves that Lewis discusses 

so winningly that it is difficult to tell the difference between the two. Abiding strictly by Lewis’ 

definitions of affection and friendship, its hairsplitting to parse out when characters in The Wind 

in the Willows are acting more from affection or from genuine friendship.  Perhaps this is why he 

argues that affection is the beginning of the loves and that it “enters into the other loves and 

colors them all through.”1  Affection opens the door to other loves, and many of the relationships 

between the animals in The Wind in the Willows are shot through with a genial, open-hearted 

affection that allows friendship to grow and deepen. 

 

Lewis describes Rat and Mole and many of the other animals as possessing the key 

characteristics of affection that makes it akin to fondness.2  Their friendship that develops 

throughout the whole work, begins with immediate signs of affection that Lewis describes.  

Lewis’ claim that affection is, “this warm comfortableness, this satisfaction in being together, 

takes in all sorts of objects. It is indeed the least discriminating of loves.”3  Mole’s introduction 

to Rat is a strong example of this.  Rat is a comfortable river-dweller of choleric temperament 

who is content to see life through the lens of his “bijou”4 waterside residence.  Mole, himself, 

having shaken free of the shackles of spring cleaning, encounters the Water Rat as if eager for an 

 
1 Lewis, 57. 
2 Lewis, 55. 
3 Lewis, 54. 
4 Grahame, 3. 
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adventure.  Enthralled by the excitement of seeing the river, Mole needs only to acknowledge the 

Rat before Rat offers a quick invitation to come on board his little skiff:   

‘Would you like to come over?’ inquired the Rat presently.‘Oh, it's all 
very well to TALK,’ said the Mole.  The Rat said nothing, but stooped and 
unfastened a rope and hauled on it; then lightly stepped into a little boat 
which the Mole had not observed….Then he held up his forepaw as the 
Mole stepped gingerly down.”5 

Though Mole and Rat have never met before today, there is an immediate trust and mutual 

eagerness to share an acquaintance.  Their friendship proves to be without guile and possesses a 

charming warmth that animates so many of the characters of this story.  This good-will proves 

that both want the simplicity of being in each other’s company and sharing the whole day, and in 

fact, months together.   

 

Lewis argues that forgiveness and overlooking flaws resides with affection rather than 

friendship.   For that reason, it seems that the forgiveness required in friendship necessarily has 

to stem from something deeper than just affection.   In The Wind in the Willows, it is Rat who 

must forgive over and over again.  On many occasions he has to forbear the demands of other 

animals and put aside his own interests, which he usually does willingly.  But it is characteristic 

of Mole and Rat’s friendship that it lies mostly in affection because of Mole’s neediness.  Mole 

always places Rat in the position of teacher, or elder and fails miserably when he tries to assert 

himself independent of Rat.  Despite Mole’s impulsiveness, Rat is able to be an easy forgiver 

because of his warmth for Mole.  As Mole dutifully takes more of an interest in boats, Rat’s 

affection for him does “’does not expect too much’, [and] turns a blind eye to faults, revives 

easily after quarrels; just so charity suffers long and is kind and forgives.”6  Mole’s interest in 

 
5 Grahame, 4ff. 
6 Lewis, 61. 
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rowing, for instance, is one of the first tests of their friendship.  Mole steals the oars from Rat in 

an impulsive and jealous effort to row, but ends up capsizing the little skiff. 

“‘Ratty, my generous friend! I am very sorry...Will you overlook it this once and 
forgive me, and let things go on as before?’ ‘That’s all right, bless you!’ 
responded the Rat cheerily. ‘What’s a little wet to a Water Rat? I’m more in the 
water than out of it most days. Don’t you think any more about it; and, look here! 
I really think you had better come and stop with me for a little time...And I’ll 
teach you to row, and to swim, and you’ll soon be as handy on the water as any of 
us.’ The Mole was so touched by his kind manner.”7 
 

Rat affably shakes off the incident and makes no mention of it to Mole again. Lewis would 

categorize this incident under affection, but as their friendship develops there are other incidents 

where Rat has to forgive Mole and other characters.8  At each time, Rat behaves with the same 

good natured but compassionate response.9 Because of his steadiness, Rat seems to have a 

deeper capacity for friendship, which these incidents of forgiveness come to require.       

 

Similarly, Rat takes pleasure in sharing a meal, and introducing Mole to Otter and Badger.  

Being the newest of the party, Mole demonstrates Lewis’ observation that affection is the “least 

discriminating of loves.”10  Each of the animals have a natural liking to one another and 

Grahame declares, the animals were “friends forthwith.”11  Grahame carves out these characters 

giving them an easiness with one another and their natural world that capitalizes on the way 

affection runs through several elements within friendship. 

 

 
7 Grahame, 17. 
8 When Mole obstinately runs to the Wild Wood in search of Badger’s house, he ends up lost in the 
Wood.  By the time Rat finds Mole, it has begun to snow and both become endangered. Grahame, 43ff. 
9 Grahame, 209.  When Toad returns to Toad Hall only to find it overtaken by Stoats and Ferrets.  He 
humbly seeks Rat’s counsel. 
10  Lewis, 54. 
11 Grahame, 13.   
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Since Friendship is a common good, the Rat’s love for boats and the river and Mole’s desire to 

learn more about them and to be with Rat develops and matures their friendship.  Rat is enriched 

by passing on and teaching Mole his own love for the river, and Mole deeply enjoys imbibing 

this different way of life that is such a contrast to the isolation of his own underground dwelling.  

To Lewis, “Friendship must be about something… Those who have nothing can share nothing; 

those who are going nowhere can have no fellow-travellers.”12   Rat’s love and knowledge of the 

river “and its ways”13 provide an avenue for Mole to join him even though he himself seems 

never to have seen the river prior to their acquaintance.  This love for the riverside life enjoins 

Mole to stay with Rat for several months and to begin to appreciate Rat’s idiosyncrasies.   Even 

though Mole enjoys underground life by nature, it’s the activities of river-life that energize his 

friendship with Rat.   

“‘This has been a wonderful day!’ said [Mole]... ‘Do you know, I’ve never 
been in a boat before in all my life.’ ‘What?’ cried the Rat, open-mouthed: 
‘Never been in a—you never—well I—what have you been doing, then?’  
‘Is it so nice as all that?’ asked the Mole shyly...‘Nice? It’s the ONLY 
thing,’ said the Water Rat solemnly...‘Believe me, my young friend, there 
is NOTHING—absolute nothing—half so much worth doing as simply 
messing about in boats.’”14 

 
Mole never attains the love for boats that Rat possesses in his nature, but this joint 

activity of river-dwelling, enriches them both. 

 
 

One of the elements that characterizes friendship is that it is shared and enriched within a circle 

with all its members.  Each has a gift to offer to the rest of the group.   

“If, of three friends (A, B, and C), A should die, then B loses not only A but ‘A's 
part in C’, while C loses not only A but ‘A's part in B.’ In each of my friends there 

 
12 Lewis, 98. 
13 Kenneth Grahame.  The Wind in the Willows. (Simon & Schuster: New York, 1983), 5. 
14 Kenneth Grahame.  The Wind in the Willows. (Simon & Schuster: New York, 1983), 6. 
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is something that only some other friend can fully bring out. By myself I am not 
large enough to call the whole man into activity.”15  

To speak to Lewis’ particular example, no one dies in The Wind in the Willows but Grahame has 

written the narrative so that the creatures behave like humans but are limited and inclined in 

virtue of their animal nature.  So, for the sake of Toad’s impetuous cravings, his group of friends 

must come and rescue him both for his own sake and for the safety of others.  None of them 

could undertake this independently, and they each bring their own gift to the task.  Lewis’ 

acknowledgement of an interdependency among the friends from his comment about Lamb, 

recognizes that their circle’s friendship, or “togetherness”, means that there is a reality that each 

member of the circle brings to the surface.  Rat is the lodestar of Mole’s world. When Mole and 

Rat are together, Mole is eager to know about Badger and Toad, not just because of his own 

curiosity but because of the kind of animals Rat claims they are:   

“[Badger] seemed, by all accounts, to be such an important personage and, though 
rarely visible, to make his unseen influence felt by everybody about the place.”16 
“It’s never the wrong time to call on Toad. Early or late he’s always the same 
fellow. Always good-tempered, always glad to see you, always sorry when you 
go!”17  

Mole joins this company of friends and contributes his own gifts, but truly becomes a friend with 

his own place in their circle.    When he meets Badger they share their love for the underground 

life, but also relish their deep love for Rat and Toad. Likewise, Rat, Mole, and Badger realize 

that it will take the group together to confront Toad about his irresponsible behavior with 

motorcars.18   

“Friendship arises out of mere Companionship when two or more of the 
companions discover that they have in common some insight or interest or even 

 
15 Lewis, 92. 
16 Grahame, 40. 
17 Grahame, 24. 
18 Grahame, 98ff. 
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taste which the others do not share and which, till that moment, each believed to 
be his own unique treasure (or burden).”19 
 

Each animal joins in the fight for Toad both when he needs rehabilitation because of his 

obsession with motorcars but also after Toad Hall is taken over by stoats and weasels: Rat with 

his common sense, Badger with his prudence, and Mole with his stubborn faithfulness. 

“My advice to you is, considering the lateness of the hour, to sit down and have 
your supper, which will be on the table in a minute, and be very patient. For I am 
convinced that we can do nothing until we have seen the Mole and the Badger, 
and heard their latest news, and held conference and taken their advice in this 
difficult matter.’20 

 

 

In The Wind in the Willows Lewis’ understanding of affection matures and deepens the friendships 

between the animals.  Affection is the foundation of all the other loves and draws each of the friend’s 

interests.  Friendship blossoms from this affection and gives birth to faithfulness and a love for what is 

good.   Because of the intimacy of these two loves, it is almost impossible to differentiate affection and 

friendship in this novel according to Lewis’ definition.  But each of these loves are reflected in the diverse 

characters in the story and deepen their devotion to each other and their community.   

 

 
19 Lewis, 96. 
20 Grahame, 209. 


